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SMP CONNECTED
Friday 15th May 2026 Issue #135
www.stmatthewsprudhoe.bwcet.com                     #LifesongSMP

Best Schools in the UK 

Dear Friends,
We are all so proud of our Year 6 children, who have done fantastically well in their SATs this week. They have all conducted
themselves impeccably and have risen to every challenge presented to them. We look forward with anticipation to receiving their
results in July; however, there’s plenty going on between now and then to focus on instead!
Huge thanks go to Dr Saunders for all of the work she has done in preparing the children, ably assisted in the final few weeks by our
wonderful student teacher, Miss Sherwin.
Today, we extend our love and prayers to the ten children who will be receiving Holy Communion for the very first time tomorrow.
This is always a special community celebration, made even more so this year in light of our 150th anniversary. We look forward to
celebrating with all of the children and to seeing them in their beautiful outfits. We are delighted that our new headteacher, Mr
Wheatley, will be joining us for the celebration too!
Whatever you are up to this weekend, I hope that you are able to enjoy a well-earned rest as we head into the final week of this short
half-term.
With brightest blessings,
 Mr Gray

TheThThe winter weather 

Friday 22nd May Non-uniform
day - donate a pre-loved
cuddly toy

Cornerstones Week
We are looking forward to another action-
packed Cornerstones Week from 22nd-
26th June.  This year, we are delighted to
have already booked in a freestyle football
coach, a hula-hooping session and a music
and movement teacher who will be
delivering sessions across the week.  As
always, the week will culminate in an
inflatables day on the Friday.  

Voluntary financial contributions have
been worked out depending on each child’s
age group and the activities that they will
be accessing throughout the week.  Please
consider making a contribution so that we
can continue to offer these activities each
year.  

For our SMPTA SHOP CLICK HERE

SMPTA reminders

Friday 22  May - non-uniform day bring a
pre-loved cuddly toy 

nd

Thursday 11  June - to mark the
beginning of the World Cup, pupils will be
asked to dress in the colours of their
class’ chosen nation and to bring some
sweet treats for the children’s tombola.
Countries and colours still TBC - thank
you for your patience!  

th

150th anniversary tea towels - we are
currently producing a tea towel to
commemorate our 150  anniversary!
Pre-orders willbe available soon via the
SMPTA store.  They will be priced at £5.  

th

Father’s Day portraits - this year, the
children will be producing portraits of the
special men in their lives.  These will be
framed and available to purchase via the
SMPTA store soon.  

Class photographs
Debbie Young will be visiting
school on Monday 8  June to take
class photographs.  These will be
made available for parents to
purchase.  

th

Junior Duke Submissions

Mrs. Hatherley has asked me share
that all completed Junior Duke
books should be submitted during
Cornerstones Week (22-26 June).  

New Academic Year - Transition Days
Nursery new starters are invited to
attend sessions on the following
dates:

Wednesday 17  June 9:30pm-
11:15am

th

Tuesday 30  June 1:00pm-2:15pmth

A whole school ‘move up’ day is scheduled to
take place on Tuesday 30  June.  This coincides
with one of the St. Thomas More transition days.
Please be assured that there will be provision
made for on this day for pupils transitioning to
different middle schools. 

th

School Meals Survey

Thank you to those of you who
recently completed a survey linked
to school meal provision.  We
found the feedback very useful and
we are working with the BWCET
catering team to respond to this.  

https://st-matthews-prudhoe-pta.sumupstore.com/
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This week 

Year 3 100%

Rec, Y3 and Y4  97.3%

Year 6
96.7%

Year 2
96.3%

96.0% overall
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R E C E P T I O N Y E A R  1 Y E A R  2 Y E A R  3 Y E A R  4 Y E A R  5 Y E A R  6 T A ’ S  A W A R D

We are very excited about our weekly special recognition awards.  Each week, staff members will
choose a pupil from each year group who deserves special recognition for exceptional effort and

achievement.  
Each recipient will get to wear a special pin badge entitling them to special privileges in their class  in

the following week.  Each teacher will decide on what these privileges will look like and these may
change over time. Pin badges must be returned to Mr. Gray each Friday in return for a small treat!  

H T ’ S  A W A R D

M A D D I E B E R T I E B R I A N N E A L F I E L O L A J A C K S O N A L L  O F  Y 6 J O S H  M A L L  O F  Y 6

Year to date podium



Bursting with LIFE

little shoots

stay & Play
wednesday afternoons 1:30pm

www.stmatthewsprudhoe.bwcet.com                @StMatthewPrudhoe             #LifesongSMPwww.stmatthewsprudhoe.bwcet.com                @StMatthewPrudhoe             #LifesongSMP

Join us for joyful afternoons of outdoor play, gentle discovery, and seasonal
crafts — all rooted in the wonders of nature. At Little Shoots, we believe in

nurturing young minds through mud, leaves, laughter, and learning. Whether we're
planting seeds, splashing in puddles, or listening to birdsong, every session is a

chance to grow together.
Perfect for babies, toddlers and their grown-ups who love fresh air, friendship,

and the magic of the natural world.

 find us on highfield lane, prudhoe ne42 6ey 

look for the red arch! 



First Holy Communion - 10am in church
Non-uniform day - donate a cuddly toy
Year 6 Field Trip to Boggle Hole (leaving Sunday)
Year 4 Multiplication Check (this week)
Class photographs day
Year 1 Phonics Check (this week)
World Cup non-uniform day (see above)
School Closed - INSET Day
Cornerstones Week 2026 / Summer fair on Friday
Football freestyle - including free parents’ workshop after school!
Hula-hooping - including free parents’ workshop after school
EYFS Pirate Trip to Longsands Beach
Tennis Day!
Inflatables and school fair! 
Final date for Junior Duke submissions
Year 6 visit to the Emmaus Youth Village 
‘Move up’ Day
New Reception Parents’ Information Evening - 5:30pm
Year 5 Celebration of Sport at Gateshead International Stadium
Sports Day - Reception - Year 6
Stellar Futures Club - Kielder Observatory Visit - NEW DATE!!
Summer Arts Festival - 2pm
Nursery Sports Afternoon - 1pm
Anniversary Celebration Mass with Bishop Stephen Wright - 10am
Nursery Graduation 1:30pm.  Nursery will close for the summer today
Leavers’ Mass - 10am
Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly - 2pm / School closes

16th May 
22  Maynd

31st May - 3  Junerd

1  Junest

8  Juneth

11  Juneth

19  Juneth

22 - 26  Juneth

22nd June
23  Junerd

24  Juneth

25  Juneth

26  Juneth

29th June
30th June
2nd July
3rd July
6th July
7th July
8th July
10  Julyth

16th July

17  Julyth

Please note that
all dates are

subject to
change. 

P l e a s e  n o t e  t h a t  n e w  d a t e s  a r e  a d d e d  i n  b o l d
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