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SMP CONNECTED
Friday 1st May 2026 Issue #133
www.stmatthewsprudhoe.bwcet.com                     #LifesongSMP

Best Schools in the UK 

I am exceptionally proud of all of the children this week for their excellent behaviour and continued
hard work - so proud indeed, that I have told the children that they can have a day off on Monday!  

Several new dates have been added to the calendar below so please take a look for any in bold and
add these to your own calendars if you wish to do so.  

I hope that this bank holiday weekend gives you and your family an opportunity to spend some
quality time together and that the sun continues to shine for us all!

With bright blessings,
Martin Gray
Headteacher

TheThThe winter weather 

For our SMPTA SHOP CLICK HERE

Monday 4  May Bank Holiday - school closedth

Thursday 7  May SMPTA meeting 3pmth

Friday 8  May KS2 visit to the Life Centreth

Year 3 and 4 Parent Consultations
Miss Baker looks forward to
welcoming parents and carers yet to
meet with her next Tuesday 5th May.
Appointments before school will be
held in the school office so please
come to the main door.  For after
school appointments, please come to
the central hall doors.  Thank you for
your cooperation.  

Year 6 SATs  
We are exceptionally proud of
our year 6 pupils who have been
working hard to prepare for their
SATs which will take place
throughout the week beginning
11  May.  All year 6 pupils are
invited to attend a free breakfast
club during that week from 8am.
Further details will be shared by
Dr. Saunders next week.  

th

Class photographs
Debbie Young will be visiting
school on Monday 8  June to take
class photographs.  These will be
made available for parents to
purchase.  

th

KS2 Centre for Life Visit - 8  Mayth

Next Friday, all of our KS2 (years 3-6)
children are off the Centre for Life to
participate in workshops called Powering
the future.  A letter confirming details of
the trip has been circulated but please
contact the office if you have any
questions.  Please note that year 3 and 4
children will not be swimming on this
day and that they should be in full school
uniform.  

Bank Holiday reminder
Don’t forget that next Monday 4
May is a bank holiday and that
school will be closed.  We will be
open again on Tuesday 5  May.  

th

th

 

Cornerstones Week
We are looking forward to another action-
packed Cornerstones Week from 22nd-
26th June.  This year, we are delighted to
have already booked in a freestyle football
coach, a hula-hooping session and a music
and movement teacher who will be
delivering sessions across the week.  As
always, the week will culminate in an
inflatables day on the Friday.  A
contribution of £15 per child is requested
to cover the costs of these various
activities - this will be added to the Arbor
shop shortly.  .  

Nursery closure
An email was sent to nursery parents
and carers this week informing them
that the nursery will be closed on
Thursday 16  and Friday 17  July to
allow for work to commence on the
reconfiguration of the toilets and
kitchen.  Please accept our apologies
for any inconvenience caused.  

th th

Lego/dress-up donations
We are trying to provide the
children with a greater variety of
things to play with during
lunchtimes and would greatly
appreciate donations of Lego and
of children’s dress-up clothes (all
sizes).  If you think that you can
donate anything, please drop it into
the school office at your
convenience.  Thank you!  

https://st-matthews-prudhoe-pta.sumupstore.com/


S
P

E
C

I
A

L
 R

E
C

OGN I T I O
N

 A
W

A
R

D

C
O

N
G R A T U L A

T
IO

N
S

S
P

E
C

I
A

L
 R

E
C

OGN I T I O
N

 A
W

A
R

D

C
O

N
G R A T U L A

T
IO

N
S

S
P

E
C

I
A

L
 R

E
C

OGN I T IO
N

 A
W

A
R

D

C
O

N
G R A T U L A

T
IO

N
S

This week 
Rec  97.6%

Year 4
97.4%

Year 3
97.2%

Year to date podiumYear 3 and Year 4
100%

96.0% overall
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R E C E P T I O N Y E A R  1 Y E A R  2 Y E A R  3 Y E A R  4 Y E A R  5 Y E A R  6 T A ’ S  A W A R D

J A X E N F I N N B L A K E A V A N A T H A N A N N A E L E N A

We are very excited about our weekly special recognition awards.  Each week, staff members will
choose a pupil from each year group who deserves special recognition for exceptional effort and

achievement.  
Each recipient will get to wear a special pin badge entitling them to special privileges in their class

in the following week.  Each teacher will decide on what these privileges will look like and these may
change over time. Pin badges must be returned to Mr. Gray each Friday in return for a small treat!  

B E N  B

H T ’ S  A W A R D

H A R R I E T

For information about the
government’s recently updated

guidance on screen time for
under 5s, please click on the

image.  

https://beststartinlife.gov.uk/screen-time-under-5s/?utm_source=linkedin&utm_medium=Zoho+Social


little shoots

stay & Play
wednesday afternoons 1:30pm

Please spread the word about our baby and toddler group which will
run every Wednesday afternoon from 1:30pm - 2:30pm. 

roots and shootsroots and shoots
Bursting with LIFE



Bursting with LIFE

little shoots

stay & Play
wednesday afternoons 1:30pm

www.stmatthewsprudhoe.bwcet.com                @StMatthewPrudhoe             #LifesongSMPwww.stmatthewsprudhoe.bwcet.com                @StMatthewPrudhoe             #LifesongSMP

Join us for joyful afternoons of outdoor play, gentle discovery, and seasonal
crafts — all rooted in the wonders of nature. At Little Shoots, we believe in

nurturing young minds through mud, leaves, laughter, and learning. Whether we're
planting seeds, splashing in puddles, or listening to birdsong, every session is a

chance to grow together.
Perfect for babies, toddlers and their grown-ups who love fresh air, friendship,

and the magic of the natural world.

 find us on highfield lane, prudhoe ne42 6ey 

look for the red arch! 



SMPTA Summer Fair Planning Meeting - 3pm 
KS2 visit to the Centre for Life
Year 6 SATs
First Holy Communion - 10am in church
Non-uniform day - summer fair donations TBC
Year 6 Field Trip to Boggle Hole (leaving Sunday)
Year 4 Multiplication Check (this week)
Class photographs day
Year 1 Phonics Check (this week)
Stellar Futures Club - Kielder Observatory Visit
School Closed - INSET Day
Cornerstones Week 2026 / Summer fair on Friday
Football freestyle - including free parents’ workshop after school!
Hula-hooping - including free parents’ workshop after school
EYFS Pirate Trip to Longsands Beach
Tennis Day!
Inflatables and school fair! 
Year 6 visit to the Emmaus Youth Village 
New Reception Parents’ Information Evening - 5:30pm
Year 5 Celebration of Sport at Gateshead International Stadium
Sports Day - Reception - Year 6
Summer Arts Festival - 2pm
Nursery Sports Afternoon - 1pm
Anniversary Celebration Mass with Bishop Stephen Wright - 10am
Nursery Graduation 1:30pm.  Nursery will close for the summer today
Leavers’ Mass - 10am
Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly - 2pm / School closes

7  Mayth

8  Mayth

11 - 14  Mayth

16th May 
22  Maynd

31st May - 3  Junerd

1  Junest

8  Juneth

18  Juneth

19  Juneth

22 - 26  Juneth

22nd June
23  Junerd

24  Juneth

25  Juneth

26  Juneth

29th June
30th June
2nd July
3rd July
7th July
8th July
10  Julyth

16th July

17  Julyth

Please note that
all dates are

subject to
change. 

P l e a s e  n o t e  t h a t  n e w  d a t e s  a r e  a d d e d  i n  b o l d



Term Menu



School Uniform

School Meals
Why not get involved with our
fantastic SMPTA?  To find out
more about the incredible work
our families and friends do to
raise funds and build our
community, click on the link to
their Facebook page!  

Excellent school attendance is key to children’s happiness
and success.  We will always work with families to ensure
your child attends school regularly and thrives.  If your

child cannot attend school because of an illness, please
contact the school office by telephone before 8:30am.   

01661 835 484
info@smp.bwcet.com

 Mr. Gray and Mrs. Hatherley and 
Mrs Wright are our designated safeguarding
leads.  They are always available to talk to if

you are concerned about the safety and
welfare of a person in our community.  If

you want to report a child protection
concern, you can contact

Northumberland’s One Call Service.  

School attendance

The best way to keep your child’s personal details up
to date is via our parents’ Arbor app.  You can also use
Arbor to book clubs, schedule wraparound care, make
payments and monitor your child’s attendance.  

Wraparound Care
To support busy working families we offer
breakfast and after school care every day.  
Breakfast club is open from 7:30am every

morning, and after school club runs from 3:00pm
until 6:00pm (5:00pm on Fridays).  

Click on the image above for more details.  

Click here for our term dates
and for information about how
to apply for a leave of absence

from school.  

@StMatthews1875 #LifesongSMP @StMatthewsPrudhoe #TuckedUpThursday

Our school gates open at 8:20am and
children are expected at their desks by
8:30am for registration.  You can find
out more information about our school
day by clicking on the image above.  

Get involved!

Download the app to get connected!

Click here for
more information

about our
uniform policy

Click on the image above to check your
eligibility for free school meals

Our Trust catering services provide a range of hot and cold
meal options for children to enjoy every day.  If your child
is in Reception, Year 1 or Year 2, they will be eligible to
receive a free school meal under the government’s
Universal Free School Meals programme.  Children in Year 3
upwards are currently charged £2.95 per day for lunch.  

Download the app

Meals are booked via our Arbor parents’ app - see below

https://stmatthewsprudhoe.bwcet.com/statutory-information/safeguarding/
https://stmatthewsprudhoe.bwcet.com/parents/attendance/
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/arbor-parent-app/id1448707412
https://stmatthewsprudhoe.bwcet.com/parents/childcare-provision/
https://stmatthewsprudhoe.bwcet.com/parents/term-dates-school-day-attendance/
https://www.facebook.com/StMatthewsPrudhoe
https://stmatthewsprudhoe.bwcet.com/parents/school-meals/
https://www.stmatthewsprudhoe.org/parents-hub/the-school-day/
https://www.classdojo.com/download/
https://www.stmatthewsprudhoe.org/parents-hub/school-uniform/
https://online.northumberland.gov.uk/citizenportal/form.aspx?form=Free_School_Meals
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2408814669154853


My child is feeling unwell and is unable to come
to school.

Contact the school office via telephone
before 8:30am.  

01661835484

I need to update my child’s personal
information e.g. medical information, change of

address or telephone number etc.

Update personal information using the
Arbor app.  If you require further

assistance then contact the school office
via email or telephone

Arbor

info@smp.bwcet.com

01661835484

I want to let my child’s teacher know that they
have had a difficult night/morning.

Send a Class Dojo message with the word
‘care’. Dojo messages are picked up

between 8:00am and 8:20am each day.  If
you feel that sharing details would be

helpful, please speak to a member of staff
on the school gate or call the school

office and request a telephone
appointment with your child’s teacher.  

Class Dojo

01661835484

I would like to book my child into Breakfast
/Afterschool/Extra-curricular club. 

Bookings are made through the Arbor
app. If you have any issues, please

contact the school office. 

Arbor

info@smp.bwcet.com

01661835484

I need to know when events are happening. 

In the first instance, refer to the latest
school newsletter which contains a

comprehensive diary of events.

Changes to the calendar will be
highlighted on Class Dojo

SMP Connected Newsletter

I want to know specific arrangements about my
child’s class e.g homework. PE day etc

These arrangements are shared in the
first instance at the ‘Meet the Teacher’
meeting in September.  Following the

meeting, slides are shared on each class’
story on Dojo.  

Meet the Teacher

Class Dojo

I want to book my child’s place on a school trip. 
All trips are booked through the Arbor

app. If you have any issues, please
contact the school office.

Arbor 

info@smp.bwcet.com

01661835484

My child has lost some property.
Send a message to your child’s teacher via

Class Dojo.

Class Dojo

Please ensure that all personal
items (especially clothing

items) are labelled.  

SMP Communication Companion
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