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‘The more you know about the past, the better prepared you are for the future.’ 
Theodore Roosevelt 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

St. Matthew’s Catholic Primary School 
History Curriculum  

 
The following documents provide a broad overview of the key knowledge, skills and vocabulary that must be taught through our history curriculum.  The key terms used in this planning document are 
defined below.   

Substantive Knowledge Disciplinary Knowledge - 
Thinking like a historian 

Key Vocabulary Common misconceptions Diversity and inclusion Career links and learning 
opportunities outside of 

the classroom 

This is the specific, factual content 
that must be taught to pupils 
during the topic.  This knowledge 
must be connected into a careful 
sequence to provide absolute 
clarity for learners.   
 
In this planning document, 
substantive knowledge is 
presented as a list of subsidiary 
questions that lay beneath the 
topic’s ‘big question’ or focus.  The 
teacher can turn these into ‘I can’ 
statements which can then be 
used to measure progress.    
 
The substantive knowledge listed 
in this document is by no means 
exhaustive, rather it provides a 
benchmark for all learners.   

These are the procedural 
concepts or knowledge that 
shape the way that substantive 
knowledge is understood, 
organised and debated.   
It is key that the teacher’s planning 
is sharply focused on the 
disciplinary knowledge earmarked 
within each unit so that pupils will 
gradually build expertise as 
historians.   
 
See below for a summary of each 
disciplinary domain.   

The key terminology that pupils 
need to have a sound 
understanding of to be able to 
access a greater depth of historical 
understanding.   
 
The words listed are by no means 
an exhaustive list; however, they 
do provide a benchmark for pupil 
assessment.   

This planning document provides 
prompts for discussion and 
exploration of areas within history 
that are widely misunderstood.  
The misconceptions listed are not 
exhaustive and some pupils may 
have individual misconceptions 
that need to be addressed.   

Throughout our curriculum, our 
aim is to challenge stereotypical 
thinking and ensure that one voice 
is not elevated above another.   
 
The links made within this planning 
document provide a basis for 
thought and discussion about 
social equality, gender equality 
and race equality.  As part of their 
learning about similarity and 
difference, pupils should gain an 
understanding of how to move 
beyond basic assumptions and to 
challenge theirs and others' 
thoughts about the past.   

It is essential that pupils have a 
strong idea of the purpose of their 
learning within their context of their 
individual learning journey.  
Therefore, within each unit, it is 
important that pupils are presented 
with information about potential 
career opportunities (either linked 
to the ‘substance’ of the topic or 
the disciplinary skills taught 
throughout the curriculum.  
 
Our school is also built into a very 
rich historical landscape.  
Therefore, it is important that 
where possible, learning is linked 
to our  local context.  This is more 
explicit in some units (as 
prescribed in the national 
curriculum).   

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Making connections 

 

Our curriculum is designed using the spiral 
curriculum theory.  This means that pupils 
will revisit key themes throughout their 
learning journey and that the complexity of 
learning develops year on year.  It is 
essential that new learning is linked to old 
learning to help pupils to make connections 
and deepen their understanding of history 
and the skills of a historian.  Throughout the 
curriculum, pupils will revisit key themes 
that can be organised under the terms 
opposite.   

 
 
 
 

Society and 
Community 

 
 
 
 

Exploration and 
Invasion 

 
 
 
 

Power 

 
 
 
 

Conflict and 
Disaster 

 

Disciplinary Knowledge - Thinking like a historian  
 

Chronology 
 
 
 
 
 

Change and 
Continuity 

 

(Historical) 
Significance 

 
 

Similarity and 
Difference 

 

Cause and 
Consequence 

 

Evidence and 
Interpretation  

 

How pupils build a sense of 
time.  The ability to sequence 
events, initially, over a very 
short span of time.  Eventually, 
pupils are able to place 
historically significant periods, 
events and people within a 
historical context helping to 
build their overall 
understanding. 

In this domain, pupils acquire 
the skills to recognise and 
evaluate how things have 
changed or stayed the same 
over a given period.  
 

This domain is about the study 
of remembering.  It challenges 
pupils to respond to questions 
like, ‘Why/How has this person 
been remembered whilst 
another has not?’ 

In this domain, pupils pay 
attention to the extent of 
similarity and difference 
between different sorts of 
people, and people within the 
same group.  It is important in 
helping pupils to understand 
and appreciate the reality of 
past lives.  Within this domain, 
pupils are also challenged to 
move beyond stereotypical 
assumptions about people in 
the past and to recognise and 
analyse the diversity of 
experience.    

In this domain, pupils will 
gradually gain an 
understanding that things 
simply do not ‘just happen’, 
rather that they are caused by 
things that happened before 
them.  They will also learn to 
recognise and evaluate the 
consequences of an action or 
event, both in the short term 
and over a longer period of 
history.   
 

Within this domain, pupils will 
explore how historians 
analyse, evaluate and explain 
past events.   
 
Our interpretations are based 
on both primary (firsthand) and 
secondary (scholarly) sources 
of evidence.   

 
 
 



 

 
 

 AUTUMN TERM SPRING TERM SUMMER TERM  

YEAR 1 Travel and Transport 
 
 
 
 
 

Hospitals and Healthcare  
 

Gunpowder Plot  
 

YEAR 2 Fire! Fire! 
 
 

 

Childhood Then and Now  
 
 

The North-East Inventors  
 
 
 

 

YEAR 3-5 
(A) 

Ancient Greece Anglo-Saxons & Scots  
 
 

Education - St. Matthew’s  
 
 
 
 

 

YEAR 3-5 
(B) 

The Maya  
 
 
 
 

 

Roman Britain  
 

The Victorians  
 
 

YEAR 3-5 
(C) 

Ancient Egypt 
 
 
 
 
 

Stone Age to Iron Age  
 

Ancient Civilisations 
 

YEAR 6 World War II  
 
 
 
 

 

The Vikings  
 

Journeys - migration to Britain  
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