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Pupil premium strategy statement – St. Matthew’s 
Catholic Primary School, Prudhoe 

This statement details our school’s use of pupil premium (and recovery premium) funding 

to help improve the attainment of our disadvantaged pupils.  

It outlines our pupil premium strategy, how we intend to spend the funding in this 

academic year and the outcomes for disadvantaged pupils last academic year. 

School overview 

Detail Data 

Number of pupils in school  144 

Proportion (%) of pupil premium eligible pupils 12.5% 

Academic year/years that our current pupil premium 
strategy plan covers (3 year plans are recommended) 

September 2021 – July 
2024  

Date this statement was published December 2023 

Date on which it will be reviewed November 2024 

Statement authorised by M. Gray (Headteacher) 

Pupil premium lead M. Gray 

Governor / Trustee lead C. Mulligan 

Funding overview 

Detail Amount 

Pupil premium funding allocation this academic year £29,388 

Recovery premium funding allocation this academic year £2,755 

Pupil premium (and recovery premium*) funding carried 
forward from previous years (enter £0 if not applicable) 

*Recovery premium received in academic year 2021 to 
2022 can be carried forward to academic year 2022 to 
2023. Recovery premium received in academic year 2022 
to 2023 cannot be carried forward to 2023 to 2024.  

£0 

Total budget for this academic year 

If your school is an academy in a trust that pools this 
funding, state the amount available to your school this 
academic year 

£32,143 
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Part A: Pupil premium strategy plan 

Statement of intent 

At St. Matthew’s, we are committed to ensuring that all our pupils, regardless of social 

and economic disadvantage, receive equal opportunities and are able to equitably 

access a curriculum and experiences that will increase their chances of experiencing 

happiness and success in later life.   

Our curriculum is built on five cornerstones – these underpin everything that happens 

at St. Matthew’s, and they are the gifts that, as a school, we want to bestow on young 

people.  Pupil premium funding will help us to achieve these goals by: 

• Giving pupils access to activities and opportunities that will develop and inspire 

their creativity especially in the realms of the arts and STEM. 

• Building pupils’ confidence by ensuring they have access to the highest quality 

first teaching and intervention. 

• Supporting the development of pupils’ communication skills so that they can 

engage confidently with one another and the wider world.   

• Providing opportunities that are going to challenge our pupils and push them to 

reach and exceed their potential regardless of negative external factors. 

Making a tangible change to the lives of all our pupils through the provision of a 

curriculum enhanced by rich educational experiences.   

Challenges 

This details the key challenges to achievement that we have identified among our 

disadvantaged pupils. 

Challenge 
number 

Detail of challenge  

1 Attainment outcomes for disadvantaged pupils at the end of each phase are 
not in line with ‘other’ children.    

2021 unofficial data 3 year trends: 

- 36% disadvantaged vs. 68% ‘others’ achieve GLD 

- 69% disadvantaged vs. 93% ‘others’ achieve phonics pass mark 

- 78% disadvantaged vs. 90% ‘others’ achieve ARE in KS1 reading 

- 56% disadvantaged vs. 71% ‘others’ achieve ARE in KS1 writing 

- 78% disadvantaged vs. 94% ‘others’ achieve ARE in KS1 maths 

- 50% disadvantaged vs. 64% ‘others’ achieve ARE in KS2 RWM 
combined.   
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Over time, it is apparent that a significantly lower number of disadvantaged 
pupils achieve greater depth in both KS1 and KS2 assessments. 

 

November 2022 update:  

- 0% (0/2) disadvantaged vs 86.7% ‘others’ achieved GLD in early years. 

- 100% (5/5) disadvantaged vs 88% ‘others’ achieved phonics pass mark. 

- 60% disadvantaged (3/5) vs 55% ‘others’ achieved ARE in KS1 reading. 

- 60% disadvantaged (3/5) vs 50% others achieved ARE in KS1 writing. 

- 80% disadvantaged (4/5) vs 75% ‘others’ achieved ARE in KS1 maths. 

- 25% disadvantaged (1/4) vs 94.1% ‘others’ achieved ARE in KS2 RWM 
combined. 

 

December 2023 update: 

- 100% (2/2) disadvantaged vs 86% ‘others’ achieved GLD in early years 

- 0% (0/1) disadvantaged vs 84% ‘others’ achieved phonics pass mark 
(Over the last 3 years 78% (7/9) disadvantaged pupils have achieved 
the expected standard in phonics).   

- 60% disadvantaged (3/5) vs 78% ‘others’ nationally achieved ARE in KS1 
reading (3-year average – 64% 9/14) 

- 60% disadvantaged (3/5) vs 73% ‘others’ nationally achieved ARE in KS1 
writing (3-year average – 50% 7/14) 

- 40% disadvantaged (2/5) vs 79% ‘others’ nationally achieved ARE in KS1 
maths. 

- The average score for disadvantaged pupils (3) in the Year 4 MTC check 
was 22.3 vs 22.7 overall.   

- 50% disadvantaged (2/4) vs 71% ‘others’ nationally achieved ARE in KS2 
RWM combined (3-year average – 38% 3/8) 

-  

2 Attendance of children who are eligible for pupil premium is lower than that of 
their peers (91.7% as opposed to 96.3%) and persistent absence is also high 
(13.9% as opposed to 7.3%) 

 

November 2022 update: 

Attendance rate for pupil premium pupils in academic year 2021/22 remained 
at 91.7%.  Overall attendance was 95.8%. 

Overall persistent absence was 9%; however, the PA rate for pupil premium 
children was 26.7% 

 

December 2023 update:  

Attendance rate for pupil premium eligible pupils in academic year 
2022/23 was 93.7%.  Overall attendance was 96.1% 

Overall persistent absence was 7.9%; however, the PA rate for pupil 
premium eligible children was 15.8% 

3 Extended periods of lockdown have impacted our younger children’s 
communication and language skills and subsequently impacted on their ability 
to make and sustain relationships with peers.    

 

November 2022 update: 
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91% of those pupils who had previously struggled with communication and 
language during the early years went on to achieve the pass mark in their 
phonics screening test.   

 

December 2023 update: 

Progress and outcomes for those children who struggled with 
communication and language in the early years as a direct impact of the 
pandemic have stabilised.  67% of the cohort who struggled with 
communication and language in Reception went on to achieve the 
expected standard in KS1 reading.  60% (3/5) disadvantaged pupils 
achieved the expected standard in KS1 reading and writing.  A lower 
percentage (58) of boys achieved the expected standard in reading and 
writing.   

 

4 Over time, the 
demography of the 
school has changed 
and now more 
children are coming to us from areas of deprivation (income, employment, 
living environment and education). 

 

Intended outcomes  

This explains the outcomes we are aiming for by the end of our current strategy plan, 

and how we will measure whether they have been achieved. 

Intended outcome Success criteria 

Outcomes for disadvantaged pupils are at 
least in line with or better than 3-year average 

Higher % of disadvantaged pupils achieve 
ARE at the end of each phase.   

Attendance of pupils eligible for pupil premium increases to above 95% over three years.   

More pupils (particularly boys) achieve GLD 
in communication and language and making 
relationships 

Higher % (in line with national average and 
school’s attainment average excluding 
2021) of disadvantaged pupils achieve GLD 
in communication and language/making 
relationships.  

Pupils have access to more opportunities and 
experiences within the areas of STEM, the 
arts and sport.   

All children in Y2-Y6 achieve Arts Award 
accreditation. 

Proportional numbers of disadvantaged 
pupils to ‘others’ participate in extra-
curricular activities.  

Increased access to activities and 
experiences that will build cultural capital.   
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Activity in this academic year 

This details how we intend to spend our pupil premium (and recovery premium) funding 

this academic year to address the challenges listed above. 

Teaching (for example, CPD, recruitment and retention) 

Budgeted cost: £8,200 

Activity Evidence that supports this 
approach 

Challenge 
number(s) 
addressed 

Release new SENDCo 
to complete statutory 
NASEN training (£2250 
+ £1000 supply costs)  

(over 2 years 2022-
2024) 

EEF: SENDCOs have a specialised 
knowledge of the steps practitioners 
can take to support pupils with 
additional needs. They know the areas 
where their school excels in this regard, 
as well as what the evidence suggests 
in terms of making purposeful 
improvements. After year 1, the 
evidence of impact at school level is 
tangible with SEND pupils making 
strong progress against individual 
targets which are carefully set and 
reviewed – this was highlighted as a 
strength by Ofsted (Oct 2023)  

1,2 and 3 

Implement ‘Winning with 
Numbers’(WWN)  
programme in early 
years and year 1 
(intention to extend 
provision incrementally) 
(£650) 

 

Invest in resources to 
support the retention of 
knowledge and skills in 
mathematics (Schofield 
and Sims) (£800) 

WWN is designed to help pupils 
achieve number fluency and rapid recall 
skills.  Implementing this in the early 
years in a ‘phonics style’ approach will 
help to embed key factual knowledge.   

 

EEF: Mastery learning is a cost-
effective approach, on average, but is 
challenging to implement effectively. 
Schools should plan for changes and 
assess whether the approach is 
successful within their context. 

 

EEF: Small group tuition has an 
average impact of four months’ 
additional progress over the course of 
a year. 

1  

Purchase of 
standardised diagnostic 
assessments (NFER 
Reading and GPS and 
the end of each term, 

EEF: Standardised tests can provide 
reliable insights into the specific 
strengths and weaknesses of each pupil 
to help ensure they receive the correct 

1 and 3 
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and Maths at the end of 
the summer term) 

(£1500) 

additional support through high quality 
teaching and intervention. 

Implementation and 
delivery of a DfE 
validated Systematic 
Synthetic Phonics 
program Read Write Inc) 
to secure strong phonics 
teaching and vocabulary 
for all pupils. Renew 
subscription to the 
program. Purchase of 
additional high-quality 
decodable reading 
books to support the 
delivery of the program. 
(£2000) 

EEF: Phonics has a positive impact 
overall (+5 months) with very extensive 
evidence and is an important 
component in the development of early 
reading skills, particularly for children 
from disadvantaged backgrounds. 

1 and 3 

 

Targeted academic support (for example, tutoring, one-to-one support, 
structured interventions)  

Budgeted cost: £14,734 

Activity Evidence that supports this 
approach 

Challenge 
number(s) 
addressed 

Targeted 1:1 and small 
group intervention to 
address identified 
needs (£10250) 

EEF:  

On average, one to one tuition is very 
effective at improving pupil outcomes. 
One to one tuition might be an effective 
strategy for providing targeted support 
for pupils that are identified as having 
low prior attainment or are struggling in 
particular areas. 

1,3 and 4 

Continue to Invest in 
resources to support 
reading in KS2 to build 
on the solid foundations 
created by Read Write 
Inc in early years and 
KS1.   

Accelerated reader 
(£1750) 

Reading Plus (£5051 3 
year subscription) 

Literacy Gold (£500) 

EEF: 

Reading comprehension strategies are 
high impact on average (+6 months). 

 

It is important to identify the appropriate 
level of text difficulty, to provide 
appropriate context to practice the 
skills, desire to engage with the text and 
enough challenge to improve reading 
comprehension. 

Reading progress in KS2 is high (top 
5% national 2023).  Over 3 years 88% 
of disadvantaged pupils (7/8) have 
achieved the expected standard, 
leaving St. Matthew’s ready for the 
next phase of their education.   

1,3 and 4 
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Tackling Tables Y2-6 
(£300) 

Good impact in first year of 
implementation.  Multiplication Tables 
Checking Exercise data is favourable in 
comparison with local and national.  
Continued improvement in year 2 – 
average score 22.7/25 

1 

 

Wider strategies (for example, related to attendance, behaviour, 
wellbeing) 

Budgeted cost: £8,850 

Activity Evidence that supports this 
approach 

Challenge 
number(s) 
addressed 

Coram Shakespeare 
Schools Festival (£1600 
– to cover festival costs, 
transport etc) 

Coram SSF is a cultural education 
charity that exists to instil curiosity and 
empathy, aspiration and self-esteem, 
literacy and teamwork - giving young 
people the confidence to see that all the 
world is their stage. Pupils at St. 
Matthew’s have had great success, 
performing at Northern Stage for 2 
consecutive years, There is a 
tangible impact on pupils’ 
confidence levels and aspirations 

1 and 4 

Support pupils with the 
cost of peripatetic 
music lessons (Clarinet 
and violin) (£250) 

EEF: 

Arts participation approaches can have 
a positive impact on academic 
outcomes in other areas of the 
curriculum. (and is valuable in itself) 

1 and 4 

Subsidise the 
implementation the 
Junior Duke of 
Edinburgh scheme 
(£250) 

The Junior Duke scheme is being used 
to develop pupil self-esteem, motivation 
for learning and self-efficacy. 

It will also create opportunities for pupils 
to encounter new experiences and 
settings. 

The Junior Duke Scheme was 
implemented to great effect in 
academic year 2022/23. A significant 
proportion of disadvantaged pupils 
completed the programme and 
received their award.  Many are keen 
to continue to broaden their 
experiences this academic year.    
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Support families with 
the cost of outward 
bounds residential(s) 
Lockerbie, Emmaus 

EEF: 

Outdoor adventure learning studies 
report wider benefits in terms of self-
confidence and self-efficacy. 

1,2 and 4 
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Youth Village and 
Galloway (£2500) 

Support families with 
the cost of educational 
visits and visitors to 
enhance learning and 
build cultural capital 
e.g. Trust level events 
(£1750)  

EEF: 

Outdoor adventure learning studies 
report wider benefits in terms of self-
confidence and self-efficacy. 

1,2 and 4 

Continued Investment 
in outdoor area to 
improve pupils’ 
environment and 
enhance 
communication 
skills/pupil well-being 
e.g. Cross Curricular 
Orienteering  (£2500) 

EEF: 

…wider evidence base indicating that 
outdoor learning may have positive 
impacts on other outcomes such as 
self-efficacy, motivation and teamwork. 
Outdoor adventure learning may play 
an important part of the wider school 
experience, regardless of any impact on 
academic outcomes. 

2 and 3 

 

Total budgeted cost: £ 31,784 
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Part B: Review of the previous academic year 

Outcomes for disadvantaged pupils 

See above in green ‘Challenge 1’ for breakdown of disadvantaged pupil performance in 

academic year 2022/23 

Academic outcomes for disadvantaged pupils were stable in 2023 with progress very 

much cohort specific.  2/2 disadvantaged pupils achieved a good level of development 

in reception class. 60% (3/5) of disadvantaged pupils in year 2 achieved the expected 

standard in reading, writing and maths.  The performance of disadvantaged pupils in 

the year 4 multiplication tables check was in line with other pupils.  Outcomes over 3 

years in key stage 2 are mixed.  Pupils perform well in reading (7/8 over 3 years 

achieve the expected standard); however, only 3 of these pupils achieved the same 

standard in reading, writing and maths combined.   

See above in green ‘Challenge 2’ for attendance information. 

Last academic year saw an improvement in both the overall attendance rate and 

persistent absence rate of disadvantaged pupils.  The school/Trust has implemented a 

new attendance policy for 2023/24 to continue to work on improving the attendance 

levels of all pupils.  

The school continues to offer an ‘exceptional’ (Ofsted 2023) level of support for pupils’ 

personal development.  The school formally tracks the participation of disadvantaged 

pupils in extra-curricular activities on a termly basis – 65% of these pupils attended at 

least one after school activity in 2022/23 and all of them were provided with enrichment 

activities aimed at developing pupils’ aspirations.   

  

Externally provided programmes 

Please include the names of any non-DfE programmes that you used your pupil premium 

(or recovery premium) to fund in the previous academic year.  

Programme Provider 

Junior Duke of Edinburgh Capable Kids 

Shakespeare Schools’ Festival Coram 

Arts Award Explore and Discover Arts Award 

Tackling Tables Tackling Tables 

Winning with Numbers Winning with Numbers 
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Read Write Inc SPP Read Write Inc 

Renaissance Learning Accelerated Reader 

Reading Plus Reading Plus 

Literacy Gold Engaging Eyes Ltd 

 


